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Fortnite? Is it as Bad as They Say?
By: Damien Lardinois, Liam Schultz, and Ian Andrews ~ Fifth-Grade
Do you or have you ever played Fortnite or even heard of it? Well, if you think it 
is bad, then think again. Fortnite is actually very educational and isn't all bad.
Fortnite can reinforce learning skills. According to Stanford experts, the game 
requires students to practice, "Teamwork, collaboration, strategic thinking, 
spatial understanding, and imagination.” Fortnite also uses, “Math and physics 
concepts to calculate things like the correct angle for a jump or the probability of 
winning a fight with different combinations of tools.” Kids can also use math 
when they are building. They have to figure out how many times they can build 
before they run out of materials. 
Fortnite also works their imagination by creating. Players have to create their 
own tool combo to win the game. They can even make their own world on a free 
mode, called Creative. If people on the game aren't being appropriate they can be 
muted, and if people are cheating, they can be reported to Epic Games, the creator 
of Fortnite, and they can possibly be banned. Fortnite lets players talk to their 
friends during non-school hours.
We interviewed some Sevastopol fifth graders, one of the students, Austin Pagles, 
said, “It does not affect my school life.” This is why Fortnite should stay a game 
that all children should be able to play. Fortnite improves skills and is a good way 
for players to learn without realizing it. 

Silly Staff  
Our staff has made some great
New Year's resolutions . . . 

Ms. Hutchison 
wants to be able 
to reach down and 
touch her toes 
without falling 
over. 

Mrs. Albertson 
wants to take a 
yoga or a pilates 
class.

Mr. Luedtke 
wants to give up 
soda but knows it 
will be hard 
because he loves 
it so much!

Did you hear about the upcoming school renovations? Well, here is the down-low on the referendum. When interviewing 
Mr.Luedtke, we found out that our school will go through a series of meetings with the architects to review the plan and 
to renovate it. They will start breaking ground in the spring of 2020, and the elementary school (1924) and technical 
education (1946) sections will be coming down in the summer of 2021. Where the current elementary middle school is 
standing, the architects will knock it down and the two (4k-5) top levels will be rebuilt in the back parking 
lot. The 4k-5th grade will get new classrooms in the area where most of the back 
parking lot is  and there will be more parking spaces available where the old 
building will be taken down. The high school will get slight renovations to the 
current high school building.The elementary teachers will move into the new part 
of the building in the summer of 2021, and the classes will start in the new building 
for the 2021-22 school year. The 4k-5th grade will have air conditioning and new 
classrooms. Where the current elementary and middle school building is will be 
knocked down and become a parking lot. Due to these adjustments, the district 
calendar will be altered for the two years of construction. If you have further 
questions contact our superintendent, Kyle Luedtke. 

Referendum Passing - What Do You Need to Know?



What’s Happening Around the School?
Sevastopol Field Trips
By: Abby Rock, Rashaune Johnson, and Paxton Linnan ~ Third-Grade

Are you excited for all the field trips to come? Read on 
and you will know everything about elementary field 
trips. 
Field trips provide a setting for the practice of 
observational skills, to awaken curiosity and inquiry 
in students. Sevastopol elementary kids go on about 
30 field trips a year to local museums, parks, and other 
sites.
Everybody works really hard to get ready for a field 
trip. The cooks wake up at five o’clock to pack

      lunches. The owners of the
      sites reclean the buildings
      that the students are coming
      to. The bus drivers filled
      the gas tanks the night
      before. The teachers carefully

       plan when and where to go
      the year before. Teachers
      plan the field trips on what
      the class is learning at the
      time. For instance, if a class
      is learning about animal

Recess in Wintery Weather
By: Hailey Bosman~ Fifth-Grade

Do you ever question why there is inside recess? 
Well, there is an exact reason why we have inside 
recesses. According to the Elementary Handbook, 
page 16, if the air temperature is below zero, or if 
the air temperature is above zero but the wind chill 
is colder than -10 degrees, then we have to stay 
inside. So far in 2019, 
there has been a lot of
inside recess. What do 
kids do at inside recess?
Some things that kids 
can do is play board 
games, draw pictures, 
or even do school work if they choose. 

School’s Canceled . . . Again
By: Hailey Bosman and Caitlyn Fellner ~ Fifth-Grade

Why is school canceled? How will kids keep up with their 
education with all the days missed? Well, it's not the school’s 
choice, it's the weathers. According to state law, if the air 
temperature is -25 degrees or the wind chill is -35, school will be 
canceled, or if snow and ice has made the roads unsafe for 
travel. We have had seven snow days and two, two-hour delays 
so far in 2019. Some of these days are built into our schedule 
and do not need to be made up, but some need to be added as 
makeup days. The school board has decided that we will start 
ten minutes earlier starting March 4, and students will now 
come to school on May 10 and June 7 to make up these missed 
snow and cold days. Do you wonder, what do kids even do 
when they are at home all day? Some kids choose to stay away 
from the cold and come inside. Or they choose to go outside and 
build a snow fort or a snowman!

habitats, they might go to a zoo.
Do you wonder what field trips are like at other 
schools?  Well, Lviv Wolthuis, a third grader,  has
been to five other schools. Lviv has lived in three 
different states. She has been on about ten different 
field trips at those places. She went to the Minnesota 
Zoo, the museum, the musical called Wiz, and a few 
more. Lviv has been on two field trips here with us.  
When asked how field trips are different at 
Sevastopol Lviv said, “I do like field trips at all the 
schools I’ve went to. I like that we do more trips than 
once a year.”
We asked some students what their favorite field trips 
have been from the year before. Fourth graders’ 
favorite field trip was the New Zoo. Trees for 
Tomorrow was the fifth graders’ favorite field trip. 
The current third graders’ favorite field trip was the 
Moon Mouse, a performance at the Weidner Center 
when they were in second
grade. 
We hope you are 
excited about all the field 
trips to come. We really 
wonder what your favorite
field trip will be!

4K at Fellner’s Orchard



Pioneer Cafe
By: Reid Kacmarynski ~ Fifth-Grade

How would you feel if you were a teacher and you came 
to school without any coffee? Well, now you don't have 
to worry because Sevastopol has a cafe for all the 
teachers.The Pioneer Cafe started on December 1, 2015. 
The Pioneer Cafe was started to help these students learn 
job skills for the future, based on ideas that were seen at 
other schools.  Eli has even come up with a slogan to help 
sell, “When your moving slow get a cup of joe.” It is for 
teachers that don't have any time to get coffee in the 
morning. Mrs Leonardson is running the cafe with the 
help of their six baristas; Iriss, 
Eli, Liam, Giovany, and Aaron. 
It all started with the regular and
decaf coffee, but now they have 
grown and offer regular, decaf, 
hot cocoa, french roast, and green
tea. Their business is growing 
because of the varieties of coffee, 
which is getting more teachers 
and staff to order. When you see 
these lovely baristas make sure 
to thank them for keeping our teachers on track.

Eli delivers coffee to 
Mrs. Rikkola

Mrs. Neuman and the Fourth Graders 
showing their support for Mrs. Symons

Welcome Ms. Forry 
By: Cristian Ruiz & Reid Kacmarynski ~ Fifth-Grade

We should welcome our new secretary, 
Ms. Forry. She loves to work at the 
school because the students and parents 
are nice. She also graduated from here in 
2001. She is the new face of the 
elementary office. Be sure to say hello 
whenever you see her!

Lisa Wheeler showing off 
her research skills

Lisa Wheeler: Author
By: Ian Andrews ~ Fifth-Grade

Sevastopol hosts an author every year to work with 
the kids to get them hyped about reading. The author 
also shares techniques about writing that all kids can 
use. This year, Lisa Wheeler visited with the 
elementary students and discussed the writing process 
and how to structure writing. With the first and 
second graders she demonstrated the importance of 
having a beginning, middle, and end, and if you are 
missing any of these parts it can affect the rest of 
your writing. With the third, fourth, and fifth 
graders, she talked about the importance of research, 
even in fictional writing.  She 
is a children's fictional author, 
writing such books as the 
Dino Sports series. Before 
seeing her books published, 
she was rejected 225 times! 
Explaining to the kids how 
passion helps you persevere. 
She visited with the 
elementary kids on
February 25, 2019. 

Symons Strong
By: Reid Kacmarynski and Logan Schuh ~ Fifth-Grade

The Sevastopol community has been coming together to help support 
Mrs. Symons in her journey to recovery. During the Jacksonport 
Thanksgiving Day parade, community members helped raise money for 
her extended stays in Milwaukee. The Thanksgiving parade raised over 
$8,000 to help Mrs. Symons. Fundraising efforts continued by selling 
“SYMONS STRONG” T-shirts and made $2,000 and are counting. 
These efforts go to show the impact Mrs. Symons has on our 
community. Mrs. Symons is the nicest person you'll ever meet. She was 
our school secretary for 15 year, and she 
always had a smile on her face and you 
could tell that she loved her job. She 
always supported the kids at our school,
 like going to sporting events, always 
trying her best to make kids smile, and 
helping kids during injuries. We can’t 
wait to see Mrs. Symons back in school!



Grade level finalists

Swimming at the YMCA
By: Norman Luedtke ~ Fifth-Grade (interviewed Mr. Frank)

Who doesn’t like splashing around in the water? 
Well, in fifth grade, the kids have a swimming unit, 
where they have to learn the technical skills of 
swimming. This activity has been happening in the 
Sevastopol Elementary physical education classes for 
over 30 years!  Kids do it because they live very close 
to large bodies of water and they need to be safe 
when they do any activities in or near the water. 

Painting with Kari Anderson
By: Hailey Bosman ~ Fifth-Grade (interviewed Ms. Hutchison)

Every year since 1991, it is tradition for the fifth 
graders to paint with the famous Door County artist, 
Kari Anderson. Kari prefers to work with the fifth 
graders because, in her opinion, the fifth graders are 
ready to listen and keep this knowledge for future 
water painting projects. Kari comes in for three days 
to teach the kids new and fun skills about water 
painting.

------ Current Events ------
Spelling Bee
By: Anna Gallardo-Ibarra and Lily Snyder ~ 
Fifth-Grade  (interviewed Mr. Skiba)

Have you ever wanted to be part of a spelling bee? 
Well, Sevastopol hosted a school-wide spelling bee 
in January. Mr. Skiba, Mr. Schauske, and Ms. 
Jenquin were the three teachers who put this idea 
together. They decided to start the spelling bee 
because they wanted kids to have the experience of a healthy academic competition and 
to show off their amazing spelling and vocabulary knowledge. This was a great 
opportunity to try to teach the kids constructive criteria to prepare them for the future, 
as well as gaining experience on all the different ways to spell words.

Jump Rope for Heart
By: Norman Luedtke ~ Fifth-Grade (interviewed Mr. Frank)

This is our fifth year doing Jump Rope for Heart in 
the elementary school. The kids raise money by 
asking family and friends to support them in their 
healthy goals. They then jump rope and do other fun 
activities in gym class to show their support of the 
cause. Over the years, Sevastopol Elementary 
students have raised over $13,000 for the American 
Heart Association!

1st Place: Savanna Kiehnau
2nd Place: Elliona Wotachek

Fifth Graders prepare for their lessons
Kids participated in a variety of activities for Jump Rope for Heart



First Grade Annual Play
By: Ben Martin ~ Fifth-Grade (interviewed Mrs. Bley)

You might know that every year, 
the first-grade team has their 
students create plays in which they
write their own scripts and perform
it in front of an audience. But you 
probably don’t know that this has 
been going on for 26 years! 
According to Mrs. Bley, she likes to
keep this tradition going because it 
helps the first graders improve in 
reading, writing, and public 
speaking. The kids really enjoy 
getting getting dressed up and 
performing for an audience. 

Reading Is Fun-damental!
By: Juan Gallardo-Ibarra and Daniel Castillo - 5th Grade (interviewed Mrs. Ayer)

The 4K kids are enjoying their new books from 
RIF!

First graders worked hard to 
prepare for their annual play

Dogs in Second Grade 
By: Austin Pagels and Brynleigh Ash - Fifth-Grade (interviewed Mrs. Grooters)

Who doesn't like dogs?  Who doesn't like reading? 
Put them together and that’s even better. Well, 
second grade has just this! For three years now, 
second graders have had the opportunity to read 
with dogs! The dog who they previously read with 
was Tessa, but this year new does like Rosey 
and Sunbow have participated. Some kids might 
think reading to a dog is odd,
but the kids do it so they feel 
comfortable reading out loud, it 
helps to give them confidence. 
The dogs are also used in the 
special education department. 
Overall, the therapy dogs are 
pretty cool. If you haven't 
already met one, you're 
going to love them.   

Second grader reading to
The therapy dog

Finalists: Lucas Delsart & 
Kendall Christenson

Reading Is Fundamental (RIF) has been a Sevastopol tradition 
since 1979, when Mrs. Germain  started it all. Later, when 
Mrs.Germain retired in 2015, Mrs. Johnsrud, our then reading 
specialist, took over until 2015, then Mrs. Ayer took over. Mrs. 
Ayer’s job is to set up RIF three times a year; she has to find out 
what books kids are currently enjoying, order books, and help kids 
choose the books they like. Mrs. Ayer also sets up all the awesome 
book fairs that we have. With the school having RIF three times a 
year, we are giving out books to 298 kids in elementary, and giving 
894 books away every single year! 

------ ------Geography Bee
By: Isaac Totaro & Ben Martin ~ Fifth-Grade (interviewed Mrs. Ayer)

The National Geographic Geography Bee is “an annual competition designed to inspire and 
reward students' curiosity about the world.” Sevastopol fourth through sixth graders have 
been participating in the Geography Bee since the 2016-
2017 school year, when Mrs. Rankin started it. This year, 
Mrs. Ayer hosted it. Each year, the top three students 
from fourth, fifth, and sixth grade move onto a final 
round, with the top two competing against each other for 
a spot in the statewide competition. This year the top 
two finalists were Kendall Christianson and Lucas 
Delsart. Lucas will be moving onto the state competition. 



What Are Kids Reading?

In 4K, we are loving the Underpants 
series, anything by Mo Willems, and 

the Elmer series. 

Why Do We Use Reading 
Levels?

We like to know your child’s 
reading level because if a book is too 
hard, a child becomes frustrated 
and discouraged; if it’s too easy it 
may be boring. So knowing a 
reading level can help match them 
to the most appropriate, yet 
challenging books. The best way to 
grow as a reader is by reading text 
that’s not too hard and not too 
easy. Don’t be set in stone on these 
levels though; interest and choice 
can motivate readers! Let it 
happen, this also allows growth. 

In first grade, we love reading the 
Captain Underpants series, as well as 
National Geographic. Some of our 

favorite authors are Mo Willems and 
Robert Munsch.

In third grade, we are reading a 
lot of I Survived and the Dogman 
series. The National Geographic 

Chapter books are a great 
non-fiction pick too. 

In second grade, we love non-fiction, 
such as Who Would Win and Fly Guy. 

We are also reading a lot of the 
Branches series, like Owl Diaries and 
Notebook of Doom. And don’t forget 

about the Dogman series too! 

In kindergarten, we are loving the 
Narwhal series, anything by Mo 
Willems or Jan Brett, and the 

Snowmen series. 

In fourth grade we have a lot of 
books we love reading! 

Including: Dogman, I Survived, 
GI Dogs, Phoebe and her Unicorn, 

The Babysitters Club, The Last 
Kids on Earth, Bad Guys, and 

many more!

In fifth grade, we love to read 
historical fictions and anything 

about sports! We have really 
enjoyed The Land of Stories 
series, as well as anything 

written by Alan Gratz.



In Social Studies Class . . .

Mr. Schauske teaching the importance of 
vocabulary in social studies.

The first graders have been studying the 
seven continents. 

The fifth graders have been studying 
colonization and created a persuasive brochure 

to tell us why their colony was the best one. 

Why “Wisconsin History” in Fourth Grade?
By: Aiden Baier, Kendall Christiansen, Lydia Schultz ~ Fourth-Grade

Why is learning about Wisconsin history in fourth grade so important? 
According to Mr. Hilbert, it’s a habit! 
Back in the 1960s, there was a theory that students could only understand the 
world around them. So, kindergarteners learn about themselves. While first 
graders start to learn about family. The reason fourth graders learn about 
Wisconsin only is because history can be overwhelming, but when there is a small 
focus area it is easier for students to understand. 
This year, fourth grade will be learning about the geography of our state and its 
resources. The fourth grade is going on field trips throughout Wisconsin. While at 
Heritage Hills they learned how to start fires, hear old stories about Native 
Americans, and learn about the fur trade. They also learn about how they made 
their own houses and much more! “Events such as early treaties with early 
American tribes have influenced our state,” says Mr. Schauske.

What Are We Doing in Social Studies Across the Elementary?

The second 
graders 
studied timelines 
and recorded 
big events from 
the past.

Third graders learned about how Henry Ford 
improved the assembly line to manufacture cars 
quickly which made them more affordable to 
consumers. Students created their own paper cars 
individually and later joined an assembly line to 
make a series of cars. Students were able to 
experience the benefits of using an assembly line 
to speed up production.



Writing Across the Elementary
“Across the elementary, students are working on opinion/ persuasive pieces. The purpose of an 

opinion/ persuasive paper is to write about a topic that the writer is passionate about and 
persuade their readers to agree with their opinion on a given topic, and to hopefully take 

action.” -Mrs. Ayer

Graphic Organizers Make The 
Difference!

“In grades 4k-2 much of student 
writing is done with teacher support. 
One common support used amongst 
teachers are graphic organizers. As 
students progress into the higher 
elementary grades, they move more 
into independent led writing, but still 
with support along the way.  One 
support that helps writers at all ages 
be successful is a graphic organizer.  A 
graphic organizer is a visual display 
that helps guide the child’s thinking to 
include the components of the writing 
piece.  It is a visual map that students 
use to help get their ideas into a final 
writing format.” 

-Mrs. Tanck

Genre Spotlight: Persuasive Writing
An persuasive piece should include:

1. A strong position
2. Reasons why they have this position
3. Details to support the reasons
4. A concluding statement

A second grade persuasive graphic organizer.

A fifth-grade persuasive graphic organizer used to help 
create arguments for banning plastic straws.

A fifth-grade student using a t-chart to gather 
research for and against banning plastic 

straws.



“The writing of an opinion/persuasive paper is one of three major pieces of writing all 
elementary students will compose in grades K-5.  Here are three samples from 1st, 3rd, and 5th 

grade, where you are able to see the progression of persuasive writing skills.” -Mrs. Ayer  

Dear Mom and Dad,
As you know, I have wanted a kitten for a very long time. 
This letter is to encourage you to get me a cute, cuddly 
kitten. I will give you some reasons why I believe I should 
get one.
First, when Maggie and Ryan don’t want to play with me, I 
will have a friend to play with. Second, I would learn to be 
more responsible. Also, I would be able to go to sleep easier 
because I would have a kitten to snuggle with me.                                                                                                       
Plus, if I have a good night's sleep, I will be a happier, 
better person. Another reason is that when I have to get off 
the Nintendo Switch, I won’t be sad because I will be able 
to play with the kitten. Don’t you want to see me be more 
social?
If you get me a kitten, I will take care of it all by myself. 
We could get a kitten at the Humane Society in Sturgeon 
Bay. If not, we could go to the Green Bay  Humane Society. 
Prices for kittens under a year of age cost $99. I would be 
willing to pay some or all of the money. Thank you for 
taking the time to read this letter.
Sincerely,
Aaron Thomas

First-Grader Ella Grooters

Third-Grader Aaron Thomas

February 27, 2019
Dear Mr. Luedtke,

We think that we should have later school start 
times! We believe that having school start later will have a 
positive impact on kids, and here is the proof. With school 
starting later kids get more sleep, they will have better 
attitudes, and they will have more energy.

The attitude of a student is very important, 
according to Master of Arts and Teaching Guide, kids ability 
to focus is greatly determined by their mood. If they don't 
have a good attitude, they will start acting out. If we do not 
start school later then the kids would have a bad attitude and 
get in trouble more often. Having school start later will help 
kids be in a more positive mood because then everyone is 
awake and the teachers and students are less crabby. 

Another important thing about school starting later 
is the health of a child. If a student is not healthy then his or 
her negative thoughts will increase about school. Students 
may start skipping school and no work will get done. If school 
did start later it would enhance focus because our brains will 
be fully rested and will function better. 

If school started later, kids would be able to get more 
sleep. If they don't get enough sleep then they will sleep in 
class, which means that they are not learning the knowledge 
that they need to. If they start school later than kids would 

have more time to sleep, because many kids have after-school
activities that go until late, meaning they sometimes don’t have 
enough time for homework. School starting later would help the kids 
have more time for homework in the morning.  It would also enhance 
the kids’ energy towards school. Kids need the energy to be fully 
engaged in their learning!

Having school start later will have a benefit to fully develop 
our minds so we can concentrate better because our brains don't fully 
function until 10:00 am. In Wisconsin, all elementary schools need 
1,050 hours of school (DPI). If we start at 9:00 am and go until 3:35 
pm, then we would get 175 days of school in a year. You are probably 
thinking, how are you going to still have all of the hours with all of 
the recesses and our specials? We can take away recesses because then 
we will have more time to learn and also have more time at home, 
which can make up the recess that we are not getting at school.

In conclusion, the benefits of starting school later will have a 
strong impact on the kids. Students will have more energy, a better 
attitude, and help with sleep schedules in addition to more time with 
their families and more time for after-school curricular activities. 
Don’t you think it’s time to think about what’s best for the kids?

Sincerely,
Sydney Turner

Fifth-Grader Sydney Turner



Showing Off Our Literacy Skills

In Kindergarten, the kids read and performed We Like 
Fruit. They practiced listening to each other read their 
parts. This script also helped prompt discussions about 
what types of fruit the kids liked. 

In second grade, the kids presented the tall tale, John 
Henry, to the fifth graders. While working with this 
script, readers worked on improving their fluency by 
matching their pitch and volume to the mood of the plot 
and characters.

“Across the elementary, our students are practicing their literacy skills daily. One of the 
activities that they do this through is readers theater. Readers theater is a reading performance 

where the kids get an opportunity to show off their reading skills for their classmates and/or 
other grade levels. ”  -Mrs. Ayer

In third grade, the kids read and performed The 
Lemonade Standoff, to the fourth graders. 

Favorite Winter Activities
Sevastopol fifth-graders, Liam Schultz and Logan 
Schuh, interviewed over 150 elementary kids to see what 
their favorite winter activities are. The favorite in the 
grades first through fifth is snowmobiling and the 
favorite in 4k and kindergarten is building a snowman.  
Although these were the highest voted, there were many 
favorite activities throughout the elementary.

The fourth graders worked on their fluency skills while they 
practiced with their groups and performed Mushing in Alaska 
to fellow classmates. They enjoyed learning about the Iditarod 
Sled Dog Race and were excited to use their newly learned 
fluency skills as they performed.


